Supporting persons with developmental disability--a new model.
The way we think about and care for people with developmental disability has changed. Twenty-five years ago, society believed that caregivers always knew what was best for their individual and that he or she must be shielded, even shut away from, the harms that could occur in society. Now, people with disability participate in all aspects of community life. They are educated in local schools, live at home or in their own home, and compete with others in the job market. Caregiving for people with developmental disability is no longer modeled on medicine or stigmatizing labels. Instead, caregivers have become support persons who focus on identifying community resources and making the environment friendlier and safer for persons with disability.